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Background to the Workshop 
The World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR), as part of UNESCO’s “Man and the Biosphere 
Programme” (MAB) was launched more than 40 years ago. It now consists of more than 650 sites in 
120 countries committed to developing, implementing and sharing approaches to sustainable 
development. In Southern Africa, 11 Biosphere Reserves (BR) from Malawi, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe have joined the network since 1998. Several other countries have participated in regional 
or global WNBR activities and taken steps towards a national MAB programme, such as establishing 
MAB Committees, organising national workshops or undertaking feasibility studies towards future 
BRs. 

Introduction  
This document is a report on a Workshop on UNESCO Biosphere Reserves which took place in 
Gaborone, Botswana, 1-4 February 2016. The Workshop was attended by more than 60 participants. 
It was hosted by the Botswana Ministry of the Environment, Wildlife and Tourism and the National 
MAB Committee of Botswana with support from UNESCO, IUCN and BfN (German Federal Agency for 
Nature Conservation). The workshop was focused around issues of Biosphere Reserves and included 
various discussions on challenges related to stakeholder participation, zoning, mining, wildlife crime, 
and Green Listing for quality management of core zones in the overall context of sustainable 
development. The workshop had the following objectives: 

• Introduce UNESCO’s MAB programme and discuss lessons from developing the MAB 
programme and establishing Biosphere Reserves in Southern Africa. 

• Exchange on challenges related to BR nomination, establishment, and management 
processes, including issues related to wildlife crime, mining, etc. 

• Assess the potential of BRs to foster research and education and to develop valuable 
partnerships, and specifically elaborate the potential for urban BRs. 

Day 1 
1. Welcome and Opening  

The opening session was chaired by Mr Moemi Batshabang, the Chair of the Botswana MAB 
committee. He welcomed participants, including the Deputy Permanent Secretary from the Ministry 
of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism, the Deputy Permanent Secretary for Education, the 
representative of the German Environment Ministry, the UNESCO representative, AfriMAB 
representatives, IUCN representatives, international and national participants, and requested all 
participants to introduce themselves. 

 
The Deputy Permanent Secretary formally opened the workshop by providing a background to the 
meeting, the initiative to develop the Makgadikgadi Framework Management Plan (MFMP) into 
Botswana's first Biosphere Reserve. He highlighted the opportunity provided by the multisectoral 
assembly and participants with different scopes. He reminded participants of the challenge of 
language such as the Man and Biosphere concept, and gave his own understanding of the concept. He 
expressed his expectation for the workshop to emerge with strategies towards nominations of new 
Biosphere Reserves including Makgadikgadi Wetlands Biosphere Reserve through an action-learning 
focused regional network. He highlighted the importance of enhancing what is taking place, for the 
BR concept to provide added value to what is being planned in Makgadikgadi. He requested the 
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assembly and national MAB Committees to set national agendas with relevant initiatives, including eg 
gaps/opportunities for each country, similar to the Botswana MFMP. 

Mr Marc Auer provided welcome remarks from the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety who have provided financial support for the this 
workshop, a feasibility study of BRs in Botswana in 2014 and the ongoing design of the Makgadikgadi 
nomination dossier. He gave a background to the global MAB network and structures such as AfriMAB, 
and the International Coordinating Council of MAB and how these link to research and capacity 
building for BRs in Germany and internationally in particular in Africa. He indicated the Ministry's 
hopes for the workshop, including progress in identifying potential BRs in the region. He also praised 
Botswana for establishing its MAB Committee and highlighted the importance for the German MAB 
committee as a very useful tool for the 16 BRs in Germany. 

2. UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Program (MAB)

Dr Peggy Oti-Boateng, the UNESCO Regional Science Adviser for Southern Africa presented MAB as 
one of UNESCO's flagship scientific programmes, established in 1971 around the concept of BR as 
laboratories for sustainable development at landscape level, with currently more than 650 BRs in 120 
countries. She highlighted the role of national and regional MAB programmes and BRs to build capacity 
in young African scientists and in particular the potential for BRs as a tool to implement the SDGs. 

3. UNESCO Biosphere Reserves (BR): Model regions for sustainable development
in the context of the SDGs

Prof Michael Succow from the University of Greifswald, Germany and winner of the 1997 alternative 
Nobel Prize awarded by the Jakob v. Uexkuell “Foundation for Right Livelihood” and founder of the 
Michael Succow Foundation, provided a keynote address based on several decades of experience with 
BRs and his experience as member of the German MAB Committee. He explained the emergence of 
the protected area concept in the 19th century and the transition from protected areas isolated from 
human interference to the integrated concept of BRs and illustrated the potential for BRs in Africa 
through his experience in the Lake Tana region in Ethiopia. He concluded by reminding us that an 
integrated approach to sustainable development at landscape level is not merely needed to save 
biodiversity but ultimately to save mankind. 

4. Opportunities and challenges for BRs in Southern Africa – local solutions to
global and local challenges

Mr Mpho Pila from the South African Department of Environmental Affairs, which is also currently the 
AfriMAB bureau member for Southern Africa, and Mr Johan West, coordinator of the Western Cape 
Biosphere Reserves, provided perspectives on the role of a MAB programme and BR in providing local 
solutions to global and local challenges.  

5. Update on MAB activities from the Region and Botswana as the hosting
country in particular

The subsequent session was dedicated to updates on the progress made by the delegations. The 
facilitator, Mr Guy Broucke, gave an overview of the development of the network in the region since 
1998, in the context of prior initiatives of integrated approaches to sustainable development, such as 
Community-based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM), Integrated Water Resource 
Management (IWRM) and Integrated Rural Development (IRD); and the approach of working with the 
11 existing BRs in 3 countries and initiatives in 5 other countries, as well as the collaboration with 
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other landscape initiatives such as Transfrontier Conservation Areas (TFCAs) and the Namibian 
NAMPLACE initiative.  

The Botswana MAB Chair gave an update on the Botswana BR pre-feasibility study and development 
of the Makgadikgadi nomination dossier, indicating that consultation and participation has caused the 
initial timeline to be extended, with the expectation that the dossier will be submitted in September 
2016. He provided an outline of the process followed, from the initial prefeasibility study with 7 
potential BR assessed, leading to Makgadikgadi as the best option; and the decision to include some 
additional areas to the area covered by the MFMP, including the Orapa town and mine. He outlined 
how the process has been steered by the MAB Committee which consists of volunteers, with technical 
consultancy support from the Centre for Applied Research (CAR) and Birdlife Botswana. A discussion 
on the design followed with clarifications from Dr Jaap Arntzen from CAR and Dr Kabelo Senyatso from 
Birdlife Botswana; including the size of the total core area, location of buffer areas, public 
participation, as well as the merit of exploring transboundary options for 3 of the 7 areas that had 
been assessed as potential national BR. 

6. Briefings from other parts of the region

Country representatives presented briefings on their respective BRs, plans and activities. This allowed 
participants a better understanding and introduction to the various BRs and activities in Southern 
Africa, which were then followed by discussions: 

• Malawi - Mt Mulanje and Lake Chilwa by Mulanje Mountain Trust, presented by the facilitator
with comments from the Director of National Parks, Malawi

• South Africa – Introduction to 8 BR in SA: Kogelberg, Cape West Coast (CWC), Gouritz, Cape
Winelands, Vhembe, Waterberg, K2C and Magaliesberg by Mr Johan West

• Zimbabwe - Middle Zambezi BR and a number of new potential BR identified by MAB
Zimbabwe by Prof Christopher Magdza, chair of MAB committee Zimbabwe

• Zambia - Progress on the dossier by Prof Cyprian Katongo from the Zambia MAB Committee
• Lesotho - On the development of Tsehlanyane-Bokong in Lesotho by Ms Bontle Mokotso and

Mr Teboho Selikane
• Mozambique - Quirimbas by Mr Baldeu Araquechande
• Namibia -  Two landscape initiatives within the Namibian NAMPLACE initiative, with highly

similar approaches to the BR model by Mr Quintin Hartung and Dr Laurie Marker

The ensuing plenary discussions focused on consultation processes to design BR and involvement in 
coordination, access to funding and other resources, and differing governance approaches. 

7. Panel discussion: Experiences with MAB implementation processes

In the final session of the opening day, Dr Bettina Hedden-Dunkhorst from the German Federal 
Agency for Nature Conservation moderated a panel discussion focussing on experiences with the MAB 
implementation process. This session was aimed at allowing an exchange of experience within the 
region but also with Germany. Panelists included Moemi Batshabang (Minstry of Environment Wildlife 
and Tourism, Botswana, Chair of the National MAB Committee of Botswana), Guido Puhlmann 
(Director River Landscapes Elbe BR, Germany, Chair Europarc Germany), Brighton Kumchedwa 
(Director National Parks, Malawi) and Teboho Selikane (Northern Parks, Lesotho). Discussions focused 
in particular on synergies with other landscape initiatives, starting and maintaining MAB processes at 
national and local level and in particular stakeholder engagement at all levels in the MAB process.   
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Day 2  
Day 2 began with brief statements by selected participants highlighting some key challenges and 
opportunities for BRs in Southern Africa. This introduction formed the basis for an interactive session 
to exchange knowledge and discuss various aspects of BRs. 

8. Learning from experience – challenges and solutions for important issues 
related to BRs in Southern Africa  

 
Prof MJ Ketlhoilwe from the University of Botswana, vice chair of the MAB Committee  

Prof Ketlhoilwe presented his thoughts on conservation management and the rationale to avoid a 
perceived conflict between conservation and development. He reminded the audience of the 
challenges that a BR approach would have to address, including land degradation as a key factor with 
livestock, poverty and access to resources and to viable socio-economic activities as some of the 
underlying factors. He mentioned some of the challenges faced by the emerging MAB committee with 
mobility of ex officio members, and the need to develop a team of active drivers, and strengthen 
internal communication and communication to stakeholders, including management of expectations. 
With the complexity of land tenure in Botswana stakeholder consultations are necessarily also 
complex. 

Dr Mike Murray-Hudson 

Dr Mike Murray-Hudson focussed on the potential Makgadikgadi BR as an example of how to 
potentially foster education and research. Part of the Okavango Research Institute’s mandate is to 
conduct “engaged research” aimed at solving problems, and this fits very well with the BR concept. 
BR management requires sound baseline knowledge, followed by structured monitoring, with 
feedback loops operating to test the effects of management decisions. In both of these activities there 
is room for many graduate students to contribute. The saline ecosystem also offers many unique 
research opportunities to drive ecological knowledge forward (especially at the “whole system” level 
which includes migratory herds of ungulates moving between Makgadikgadi and the northern wetland 
systems). The socio-economic livelihood systems are also potentially rich sources of resilience-based 
research on socio-ecological systems. In general, the BR approach should provide a forum for 
developing relationships of trust between science and civil society. 

Dr Kabelo Senyatso 

Dr Kabelo Senyatso focused on wildlife crime and illegal trade in biodiversity, using vultures as an 
example. He reminded us that all African vultures are on the IUCN Red List. Threats are various, 
including body parts use, food access, habitat pressure, etc. He reminded the audience of the links 
between illegal killings of species, eg the poisoning of carcasses after poaching to avoid that circling 
vultures alert rangers. He presented an urgently needed approach to address this, through a 
combination of poison control, addressing cultural perceptions, and strengthening policy including 
protection of hotspots and better use of science. 

Johan West 

Mr Johan West shared South Africa's national vision statement for MAB. He mentioned the 
importance of acknowledging the presence of stakeholders with resources in each landscape. In South 
Africa, all 8 BR are governed by Section 21 companies - now Non-Profit Companies. He compared this 
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with eg Russia where coordinators are state agencies, and in general in Africa where the UNESCO 
National Commissions, based at Education Ministries, play a central role which is an approach that 
comes with challenges in leading an environmental programme. He pointed out the BR as a potential 
employer, with the example of the Cape West Coast employing 197 people on projects, and the 
benefit of having coordinators paid by the Provincial Government. In the Western Cape the 4 BR have 
decided to employ an additional joint coordinator to raise visibility, branding and to mobilise funds. 
Furthermore retired persons provide an important opportunity for the BR. He mentioned that in South 
Africa there are other landscape initiatives such as the Garden Route, which may decide to apply for 
BR status. Finally he highlighted the importance of working within the system of institutions - 
municipal, provincial etc, and the opportunity provided by technology, where the BR are ideal 
locations to demonstrate appropriate technology. 

Geoffroy Mauvais 

Mr Geoffroy Mauvais discussed the IUCN Green List, a method developed by IUCN to assess 
effectiveness of Protected Areas, which could be used to measure the success of the conservation 
function of BRs, eg during the 10-yearly BR evaluations. He reminded us that the core Protected Areas 
are fundamental to successful conservation in a BR, and discussed what a well-managed PA could be. 
The Green List standards have been developed by the World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) 
to measure ourselves and promote sound planning. A BR could provide an opportunity to incorporate 
such objectives in the landscape planning and at the same time allow a method to demonstrate the 
added value of the BR. 

9. Interactive Session

This session consisted of group work to discuss the specific emerging themes, structured within 
three functions of BR – Conservation, Sustainable Development and logistics and governance. 
Through a “World Cafe” approach, participants were able to contribute and discuss in each of the 
three areas, with groups rotating between three Hosts: 

Group 1 hosted by Kabelo Senyatso, addressing questions on Sustainable Development 

In this group, participants tackled the following three 
questions:  

• Which initiatives of sustainable development (SD)
are ongoing/planned in the BR?

• What are current or emerging opportunities for BR
in the region to contribute to sustainable
development?

• How can the potential for BR to be a driving factor
for SD in the region be raised?

A broad range of BR initiatives was identified that 
illustrates the potential for SD initiatives; this included 
guidelines for building and infrastructure development; 
initiatives in sustainable energy; waste water 
management; fisheries policy (sustainable fish off-take, 
code of conduct, rotational harvesting); sustainable 
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hunting; CBNRM; traditional medicine; tourism; wildlife in urban settings (Kariba); etc. 

Suggestions on approaches to raise potential, current and emerging opportunities for BR: 

• the use of baseline data on variables of interest to track/demonstrate impact;
• the developments of BR standards for eg agriculture, tourism, land management and job creation

- also building pride/ownership; improved use of the size/zoning to add value working at larger
scale and integrating other initiatives;

• infusing the tangible concept in the curriculum;
• involvement of schools as green/eco schools;
• development of a BR framework plan / vision stating goals/ideals and raise awareness on these;
• use of new and emerging policy/legislation such as the new land-use act in South Africa which

does not give legal status to BR but encourages BR;
• engage with spatial planning and EIAs in the BR;
• develop resource mobilisation plans (funds, people, etc);
• job creation for local communities;
• collating past initiatives to show SD as a product of the BR;
• assess if past SD/renewable energy initiatives have really worked;
• BR to strengthen climate change resilience, monitoring etc;
• business planning; (re-) launching;
• marketing the BR as a product + services;
• use of BR ambassadors;
• certification;
• mobilisation of user-groups;
• inclusion of transition to wildlife areas in urban plans;
• small-scale farming;
• local niche products;
• promotion of SDGs and demonstration of success;
• green and blue economy;
• negotiate PES and facilitate other industry-community negotiations;
• appropriate training/capacity building such as TVET.

Group 2 hosted by MJ Ketlhoilwe, addressing questions on Logistics and Governance 

In this group, participants tackled the following three questions: 

• What are the gaps/opportunities of a strengthened BR network in Southern Africa in terms of joint
action?

• What are the opportunities in terms of resources for the governance of BR – both at the local level
and for participation in the national and global network?

• What are the opportunities to use existing initiatives/structures to strengthen the network?

A number of opportunities to strengthen the fledgling subregional network of BR were identified, 
including  

• joint research;
• common benchmarking;
• regional youth involvement;
• use of existing plans;
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• regional communication strategy including a
newsletter;

Opportunities in terms of resources: 

• Local – building on CBNRM, NGOs/CBOs, TRGs, TWGs
• regional communication/information dissemination;
• the possibility of a regional MAB office;
• use of the regional UNESCO office;
• the UNESCO National Commissions;
• Direct contact  with UNESCO 

Next steps identified included 

• negotiating high-level endorsements
• clarification of roles in the network, managing

expectations;
• improving communication within the subregion and

with the regional (AfriMAB) and global MAB network;
• result-oriented regional meetings

10. Urban BRs: a new approach to address global and local challenges

The afternoon session was facilitated by Dr David Joubert from Namibia University of Science and 
Technology and Teboho Maliehe from Cape Nature, who explored the potential role of BR in an urban 
/ peri-urban context. 

Dr Joubert presented the general background, with urban BR defined by UNESCO in 2003, and 
urbanisation identified as a key emerging issue during the 2008 Madrid congress, with the reality of a 
future 'Man and Biosphere' programme working in the context of more than 75% of human beings 
living in urban areas and landscapes increasingly defined by the adjacent urban areas. He gave some 
examples of interest in the subregion, with some discussions around 1) broadening the existing 
Greater Windhoek landscape, which is currently limited to the west of the city without the city or high 
BD areas to the south; 2) Greater Gaborone which was assessed as an option during the Botswana 
MAB feasibility study but where the complexity of such a design caused it to achieve relatively low 
feasibility and 3) the Harare Wetlands which are situated within the city and have been identified by 
the Zimbabwe MAB as a high priority. He also mentioned international examples including Kristianstad 
in Sweden and Dublin in Ireland. Mr Maliehe outlined the relevance of biodiversity conservation in 
and around the greater Cape Town area and presented specific challenges and approaches in the high 
pressure environment of a catchment area adjacent to the Cape informal settlements and the CT 
international airport. Discussions indicated that participants felt the issue should be further explored. 

Discussions focussed around how to develop these urban biospheres and a suggestion was made to 
form a small working group that would gather examples of urban BRs and put together a short think 
piece on key learnings and guidance for other areas. It was noted that there were a few papers written 
up already on Cape Town and New York examples that could provide a starting point.  

11. Field Trip

All workshop participants spent the rest of the afternoon in Mokolodi, a private game reserve of 30 
km2 situated 10 km south/south-west of Gaborone. A guided tour showed the wildlife and 
environmental development and a background was given to the educational focus of the Reserve and 
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the challenges of financial sustainability and maintaining conservation value in a small landscape in a 
developed peri-urban area. 

Day 3 
The first session of the day was dedicated to short presentations regarding the potential for BR as 
sites for research and education in southern Africa. 

12. Fostering education and transdisciplinary research: The potential of BRs 

Prof Mike Murray-Hudson from the Okavango Research Centre, University of Botswana, focused on 
the opportunity that Makgadikgadi will offer as a BR. He referred to the importance of looking at the 
landscape as a system, and of understanding the system to manage it. There is an opportunity to 
develop a research programme with MSc and PhD students in the future Biosphere Reserve. It is also 
important to use the EIA process as a management tool, and note that it often relies on research and 
serves an implicit educational purpose. 

Prof Christopher Magadza from the University of Zimbabwe explained how the Wildlife Society of 
Zimbabwe initially worked with primary school children and has obtained permission to work with 
secondary schools. This is an opportunity that can be used in BR. He expressed concern regarding what 
happens to graduates who seem to leave the conservation sector after graduation. He raised the 
challenge of ensuring continuity; historically conservation was led by white citizens and finding 
passionate youth from different cultures today is a challenge. He pointed out that research uptake is 
also a concern and gave examples of Tsetse fly repellent blankets developed in Zimbabwe but no 
longer used, and climate change observations used for fisheries management. He pointed out that 
there are considerable research questions of a regional dimension in the Zambezi valley, which should 
be an ideal and highly necessary laboratory for subregional multidisciplinary research. 

Prof MJ Ketlhoilwe from the University of Botswana referred to the field visit to Mokolodi NP, and 
reminded participants that until a decade ago, the Mokolodi Education centre was hosting national 
and international graduate and undergraduate students, which should be a disconcerting trend. He 
indicated that BR will not automatically become centres for research and education but definitely have 
the potential, in particular for transdisciplinary research. He reminded the audience of the importance 
of local indigenous knowledge in the BR, and of the need for relevant research, contributing to address 
challenges such as eg poverty and rural transformation, and to join initiatives such as ESD, SDGs, vision 
2030 etc. 

Dr Laurie Marker Director of CCF Namibia discussed human-biosphere interaction in the Waterberg 
landscape of Namibia and the cheetah as key species for the system. She presented a number of 
successful actions to raise awareness, build capacity on sustainable management of the landscape, in 
order to reduce human-wildlife conflict including integrated wildlife/livestock management which is 
highly relevant to the area. 

Prof Mpho Phoofolo from the University of Lesotho gave the example of the importance of insects in 
the landscapes in the sub region. He pointed out the research at UL has to be relevant, and sees the 
BR as an opportunity in this regard, both for primary/secondary education, and field sites for graduate 
students. It may also be an opportunity to stimulate post-graduate research and to attract new 
streams of funding.  

In the ensuing discussion, it was agreed that several of the research areas and education challenges 
are relevant to different BR, and that a task team should be established to work on MAB education in 
the sub region. In function of the different plenary presentations and discussions, participants 
explored 3 areas in more depth in workgroups. 
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13. Interactive Session

For the interactive session participants expressed a need to further elaborate on the following three 
topics: 

• Cooperation and partnerships for Education and Research in the context of MAB/BR
• Urban BR
• Cooperation and partnerships of MAB/BR initiatives to foster MAB in the region - committee,

communication, joint ventures, PPP, thematic issues (branding)

Cooperation and partnerships for Education and Research in the context of MAB/BR 

1. Current status = NOT MUCH (is known and is indeed done)

Namibia: little is done about BR per se. Land management is covered at university. Nothing is known 
about teaching the teachers. 

Botswana: school of biology + department of environmental sciences (several universities) – they may 
teach the BR concept there – there is a program on WH already. Primary school: biology and 
environmental sciences are infused in the curriculum – nothing specific on BR. Education programs 
target also communities (radio). 

Lesotho:  general course exists on conservation/ecology that may cover BR but little is known. 

Zambia: U-Zambia has an ecology and wildlife management course + department of geography + 
spatial planning and land-use course but nothing is specifically dedicated to BR – environmental 
issues are taught at “lower” level.

South Africa: probably the same situation as other countries.

2. Opportunities and potential = DEVELOP COURSES

Grass-root level: primary school - infuse the MAB concept in the curriculum: develop a regional 
material set that can be used in each country – SADC could be an entry point 

Secondary: idem – develop a curriculum that builds on what has been taught at primary – use regional 
relay (SADC?) 

Tertiary: needs to be added to the core program in universities – may also need to develop a specific 
curriculum – use new technologies and e-learning 

Communities: TARGET PEOPLE IN BR – use the CBNRM platforms in each countries – use radios and 
media – develop specific TV programs – market on telephone (SMS) 

3. Concrete action: USE THE GROUP SET UP THIS MORNING to lead and develop the
curriculum/programs

Urban BR 

Following the initial discussions on urban BR, a workgroup was asked to look at the issue in more 
detail. The group members observed the following: 
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• There are urban areas in southern Africa with potential for a BR approach
• Contrary to existing BR focused on nature conservation, urban areas do not have a primary

focus on conservation.
• BR can improve well-being, aesthetic quality, restoration of ecosystems and improved goods

and services produced - eg by wetlands, provide opportunities for recreation and tourism,
improve carbon sequestration.

• The opportunities for research and education include the BR as an outdoor
laboratory/classroom.

• The BR can become an investment opportunity.

Challenges: 

• Urban areas generally have no legal instruments for protection, conservation or biodiversity
management.

• Authorities have a lack of awareness on such topics; and of rehabilitation and environmental
management; and there is poor understanding of the scientific value of (peri-) urban nature,
and limited documentation.

• Green areas are de facto fragmented, and suffer from transformation through use, invasive
species, etc.

• Urban dwellers, who have no urban decision-making power (vote).
• Resources for urban environmental concerns are lacking.

Recommendations: 

• Seek a legal status for urban BR;
• seek political buy-in and willingness to protect, manage and conserve urban areas;
• inventories, document and produce a management plan;
• establish urban BR using transition zones and protected core and buffer corridors;
• restore/rehabilitate degraded urban green areas;
• Instil a sense of ownership and benefit-sharing within communities;
• Establish a dedicated budget through PPPs and other financial flows.

Cooperation and partnerships of MAB/BR initiatives to foster MAB in the region (committee, 
communication, joint ventures, PPP, thematic issues (branding) 

1. Current status = NOT MUCH
• National rather than regional developments
• No clear roles – lack of communication across region
• No clear strategy
• No working groups
• No developments from previous workshops in terms of regional cooperation
• Different levels and personnel involved in MAB and TFCAs – little or no interaction between these

similar approaches

2. Opportunities and potential = BETTER Communications on MAB
• Newsletter SADC MAB
• Branding – should use MAB branding in all BRs
• Assessment of government roles - personnel
• MAB programme formation processes & stakeholders
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14. Mastering the Nomination Dossier

Dr Jaap Arntzen from CAR facilitated the first session in the afternoon regarding preparation of 
nomination dossiers, based on his experience developing the Makgadikgadi dossier, and in view of 
interest in developing a first BR in Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia and Zambia. It was concluded that 
it is essential to identify an agreed lead role, as well as the role of the MAB committee, and of other 
stakeholders. It should be understood what the process will be and who ultimately submits the 
dossier. In developing a BR, some realistic benefits need to be identified up front, as well as the 
communication strategy and management of expectations. In general, one should be candid and 
acknowledge that there might be few immediate benefits. It was deemed critical to have technical 
discussions which include zoning. Throughout various important questions arose:  

- Does one always need a buffer?
- Should it fully surround each core area?
- Does one use the principle that the buffer areas are established where they are required

to minimise impact on core areas?

Dr Arntzen also explained further why the proposed Makgadikgadi BR extends beyond the area 
covered by the MFMP with Orapa added – his explanation was in line with the discussion on urban 
areas. Participants shared experiences of bottom-up driven BR; other BR driven by central entities 
such as the UNESCO Nat Com, MAB Committees or Universities, or a mixed approach of collaboration 
between a local CSO and a government department. Top-down (centrally) driven BR can face 
challenges with ownership and capacity on the ground therefore stakeholder involvement is an 
essential component of any BR nomination process today. Some countries set local criteria in function 
of needs and situation, such as Germany where a minimum of 3% is set for the core area, and core 
areas have to be surrounded by buffer areas. 

In conclusion, Dr Arntzen flagged the importance of being pragmatic with data, of having a champion 
or a group of people to own/drive the long process, to have or develop strong linkages with 
communities during the design, and to identify and share some clear benefits in a realistic manner. 

15. Wrap up and way forward

In this final session, participants identified the way forward, initially per national delegation and 
subsequently as a network based on the identified areas of interest/need.  

a) National way forward

Botswana - main priority is to move the Makgadikgadi nomination dossier forward. The target 
submission date is September 2016. The co-chair of the national MAB Committee also identified an 
opportunity to include MAB concepts in the University of Botswana curriculum. 

Lesotho - seeks to continue developing the newly established MAB Committee and identify 
resources, in particular to collect data, review the Tsehlanyane and Bokong Management Plans into 
a BR Management plan, and organise further local consultations. 

Malawi - seek to develop the governance structure of the Lake Chilwa BR and further engage with 
Mozambique regarding the potential transboundary Mulanje/Milange BR. 

Mozambique - intends to explore the potential of a MAB Committee, establish a task team to 
develop the Quirimbas BR nomination, and continue/develop cooperation with other BR and experts 
in the region and within the global network. 
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Namibia - will explore potential for a MAB Committee, consult regarding potential interest for 
Waterberg or GSNL (Greater Sossusvlei-Namib Landscape) as a BR, including developing partnerships 
with CSOs and other stakeholders; and also seek to be involved with workgroups on urban BR and 
research/education. 

South Africa - planning its AGM and national meeting, also inviting a number of tentative BR. The 
different existing BR have a large number of activities planned for the year. There is an interest in 
participating in the regional MAB workgroups and also in regional or international twinning. 

Zambia  - will update the nomination dossier for Lower Zambezi Escarpment BR in the new format 
and is currently developing a dossier for a second BR in the Lochinvar and Blue Lagoon National Park 
and the surrounding areas. 

Zimbabwe - will contribute to curriculum development for BR; organise the management of the 
Middle Zambesi BR and further contemplate a transboundary BR with Zambia; further explore the 
possibilities for Harare Wetlands BR and Honde Vally BR. 

Germany - expressed interest in participating in tertiary curriculum development, the subregional 
MAB communication strategy, and supporting twinning initiatives with German BR. 

b) Network Joint Action:

• Advice will be sought from the SADC secretariat to obtain an opportunity to present
MAB. As members of the SADC Technical Committees, the national Environment
Directors are best placed to initiate this.

• Prepare a joint communique from the workshop which Botswana as SADC chair could
table.

• Given the urbanisation trend a dominant impact of urban areas, the MAB programme
should be involved with the topic presented as 'urban BR'. It was agreed that identified
opportunities such as Cape Town, Greater Gaborone, Harare Wetlands and Greater
Windhoek should further be explored, and in addition a workgroup should look at
developing a subregional position paper on urban MAB initiatives.

• Make a special effort to involve more youth in the network. It was recommended that in
each BR youth groups could be identified and approached with opportunities for their
empowerment and engagement within the local BR and the subregional network.

• A workgroup dedicated to education and research will be established to develop training
and learning materials. Volunteers for this work group included Dave Joubert, Laurie
Marker, MJ Ketlhoilwe, Chris Magadza and Bettina Hedden-Dunkhorst. UNESCO entities
- Regional Office and NatComs - were requested to improve ownership of BR in the
subregion by the Environment and Sustainable Development programme.

The Botswana Natcom for UNESCO, represented by Ms Kholeka Moilwa, responsible for Natural 
Sciences, thanked the participants, MAB Committee, organisers, and partners and encouraged all to 
implement the resolutions, closing the meeting on a high note. 
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Day 4 

16. Study Tour

In the context of the discussions, a field visit was undertaken to explore (peri-) urban issues of 
relevance to the network. The following sites were visited: 

Somarelang Tikologo, an urban environment NGO, Gaborone Eco-Park 

It was explained that the NGO had been created 20 years ago through University of Botswana staff, 
and focused on awareness, waste management, and had also developed an Environmental Vision for 
Greater Gaborone which had not been implemented. 

Gaborone Dam 

The participants passed by Gaborone dam which is extremely low, and observed the impact of urban 
expansion on a green natural forest area on Kgale Hill, which is owned by the Catholic Church, and 
an example of the complexity of negotiations to protect it. 

Magonye Village 

Part of the Greater Gaborone Heritage Trail. Such a trail is an interesting concept within a BR, both 
socio-economically (tourism, employment) and in terms of the cultural identity. 

Camphill Community Trust Botswana 

Camphill Community Trust Botswana was formed in 1974 with the opening of a residential school 
for physically and mentally disabled children in the village of Otse. In order to overcome the 
problem of funding for the school, the Trust started some production workshops employing people 
from the local village. The profits from these production workshops went to help run the school. 
The school and the production workshops have grown side by side. There is now a shop in the 
capital city of Gaborone which was built specifically to sell Camphill's products. The production 
workshops and shop have made a substantial contribution to the running costs of the school. 

Otse Village 

Lies at the base of Manyelanong NP, a hill with a breeding colony of Cape Vulture. The group had 
discussions with other socio-economic initiatives in the village, and visited the edge of the reserve 
with the local Bird club, discussing the relatively successful cohabitation and potential threats. 
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